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cleaa their bodies and sunshine dry them* while water light
combined rouse their spirit. The bathers discover the power of
nature in the poad. They encouater Lucy, Mrs, Honeychurch and

Cecil, while returning from the pnnd in a semi-naked condition. It
|s at that sight of George, radiant with blunting p-lme, bare-brea-
sted that Mr. Besbe perhaps falls in love with hi n. It also reinforces
Ms resolve not to let Lacy marry George later. This himosexuaf
love OB the part of Mr Beebe dtmlasties his personality further
and he finds himself doubly condemned, for he aelther advocates
nateral love nor is his abnormal urge satisfied. But he tries to
separate people in love. The pond episode adds another angle
to the comedy in that it transiently connects them to see the
whole view of life through the play. They play soccer with
Freddy's bundle of clothes and they fly in all directions. The
scene is Lawrentian in spirit and tone. This also reminds oae
of the Opera scene of the Angeh where members in the auiience
throw a billet-doux at Locia and she throws it back at them.
The only difference is that such a frolic episode is natural in
Italy but is not looked upon so in convention-bound and conser-
vative England.

The water  image in this novel as In the others of Forster

signifies the continuity of life-spirit. It harmoniously combines
the effects of sight ana sound and presents a symphony in terms
of "rbythm " In Howards End, Forster gives full expression to
his idea of music as an effective link in the lives of people who
come under its influence. The water in the Arao, the view of
which is thrown open to Lucy and the water in the poad IB the
outskirts of Windy Corner combine the external influence of
nature and the internal sensibility of love and emotion and brio^
Lucy and George together ultimately to be united body and soul.

Cecil Is not touched ih spirit and so he takes Bp0n him to
protect and divert the ladies. It is a vice for Cecil to greet guqli
a man as George In his naked condition His surname itself is
Vyse but it sounds * vice * as he looks upon the objects shapigg
forth in nature as such always considering himself to be wise^
The mention of bath earlier by George to Miss Bartlett makes
her feel uneasy but Lucy delights secretly and Beebe bpdnly a't
the Pension BertoIinL Hence, the bathing scene becotfaes 4 sttnficS
of delight, though they deny It because of tfaeil moral?
flie splendour and glory of the pool remains ffflnBlaat fjB$.; ^